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Mention Tenerife to some people and they still 
turn their noses up. Delve beyond all the 
anachronisms and tired clichés and this dramatic 
corner of Macaronesia emerges as a world class 

destination for group travel. 

The myriad experiences on offer at this Atlantic island range 
from hiking up volcanoes and relaxing at the world’s best water 
park, through to ocean whalewatching and Michelin star dining 
that showcases this bountiful island’s world-class produce.

Although it is the island’s year round warmth that really first 
brought mass tourism to Tenerife in the 1960s and 1970s – 
as holiday companies looked for places to fly cold northern 
Europeans to, in their new jet planes – the island offers so 
much more than just sea and sun. 

Tenerife offers, for starters, a deeply dramatic natural template, 
as a volcanic island that rises from the Atlantic beaches up 
through a band of pine forests to a vast volcanic plateau where 
Spain’s highest mountain, Teide, rises to an improbable height 
of 3,718m. 

the Island of
Eternal Spring

Robin McKelvie explores 
Tenerife and finds that this 
Canary is on song for groups.
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Pick an interest

Hiking

British travel writer Simon 
Calder has hailed Tenerife as 
one of his favourite walking 
destinations in the world and 
in the Teide National Park 
it is easy to see why. Groups 
can enjoy a guided hike or 
just a short amble from the 
top of the cable car that 
goes up Teide. 

The Tenerife Walking Festival 
was launched last year and has been 
an instant success. Groups can already 
register for the next festival in spring 2017 online at  
www.tenerifewalkingfestival.com.

The Anaga Mountains are a world away from much of 
parched Tenerife. This subtropical wonderland offers myriad 
trails that are best explored on a guided group trip.

>  Robin on Teide.
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Best for groups

History

Whale watching: Tenerife is one of the finest places in 
the world to see pilot whales. Small groups can avoid the 
larger tourist boats and charter a yacht with a skipper from 
Lina Yacht.

 www.linayacht.com

Siam Park: Voted by TripAdvisor as the world’s best water 
park, Siam Park is a water park for people who don’t like 
them. Groups can rent out a VIP Villa and relax in a private 
hot tub, or just enjoy some seriously thrilling rides and the 
white sand beach.

 www.siampark.net

Loro Parque: At this beautifully landscaped zoo groups 
can enjoy a behind the scenes ‘Discovery Tour’. As well 
as dolphins, birds, sea lions and orcas, the more unusual 
residents include white tigers and red pandas.

 www.loroparque.com

It is easy to see why the city of La Laguna has 
been placed on UNESCO’s hallowed World 
Heritage list. Its elegant stone streets, bounded 
with graceful buildings sporting hanging wooden 
balconies, evokes South America.

The strikingly picturesque coastal town of 
Garachico is a real timewarp. Time has stood 
still here since the former capital’s port was 
obliterated by a volcanic eruption, leaving its 
beautifully preserved historic buildings to recline 
untrammelled by serious progress. 

Half an hour from Santa Cruz de Tenerife, the six 
Pyramids of Guimar are intriguing. They were 
built from lava stone without using mortar, but 
historians know very little else about them. One 
of the more outlandish theories is that they were 
a stopping off point between ancient Egypt and 
the Mayans.

To bring that into proper perspective that is almost three times 
the height of the UK’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis. Then 
there is epic Masca Gorge, the subtropical oasis of Anaga and 
the towering cliffs of Los Gigantes.

Tenerife’s urban centres tempt too. The capital of Santa Cruz in 
the north of the island offers history and local colour. Its centre 
is great for rambling around with its parks and grand buildings, 
with the La Noria quarter the place to learn more about the 
city’s massive annual Carnival – the world’s largest after Rio. 

Then there is the remarkable Auditorio, a 1,600-seat 
opera house and concert hall that strikes out across 
the city’s seafront with a vaulting 200 foot canopy that 
resembles, appropriately for an island whose lifeblood 
has always been the sea, a crashing wave. 

Hop on one of the slick new trams that run inland 
from just outside the Auditorio and you can push uphill 
to La Laguna, the former capital. It is perhaps the most 
elegant settlement in Tenerife and swims in history. 

>  A Lina Yacht off the 
coast of Tenerife.

>  Loro Parque.

>  The Pyramids of Guimar.
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>  Los Abrigos.

>  The coast near 
Puerto de la Cruz.
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It is ably backed up by similarly historic La Orotava and 
picturesque Garachico. Puerto de la Cruz, meanwhile, is the 
resort of choice for locals looking to relax and more mature 
visitors looking for a quieter break.

As befitting an island that attracts over five million visitors 
a year Tenerife boasts an impressive array of hotels and 
restaurants. Tenerife, though, is not somewhere that is content 
to rest on its hard won laurels. This year sees the opening of 
a new Hard Rock Hotel in the south of the island, unusually 
with one tower offering a family experience and the other an 
adults-only break. 

Then there is the Victoria Suite Hotel, also opening this year, 
which is a luxury hotel exclusively geared towards families with 
a rock wall, zip lines and treehouses. The Barcelo Corales Suites 
meanwhile – which ambitiously aim to become one of the 
finest hotels in all of the Canaries – is set to open in 2017.

And it doesn’t end there for an island that is constantly 
evolving. Last year saw the 15,000 acre Anaga Rural Park 
declared a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and in November Siam 
Park’s new ‘Singha’ ride was voted best new attraction by a 
theme park industry body IAAPA. 

Not bad for a beach destination that in reality offers so much 
more than just sea and sun for groups smart enough to look 
beyond all the old clichés. 

 www.webtenerife.co.uk

Live like a local

Tenerife is of course famous for its beaches and the 
locals are huge fans of a day on the sands, too. You 
won’t see many Canarios at the sometimes crowded 
strips of sand in the southern resorts though. Instead 
they like to relax with the kite boarders and cool cafés at 
El Medano, frolic in the Atlantic surf at Puerto de la Cruz 
or escape the capital Santa Cruz at nearby Teresitas. 
One real local secret is El Puertito, the sort of wee 
escape that Tenerife’s detractors have no idea exists.

Food and drink

Tenerife enjoys a bountiful natural larder 
that extends beyond the bananas 
that grow all over. Seafood is 
the star, with local fish cerne a 
stand out alongside bocinegro 
(bream) and a variety  
of shellfish.

Forget anachronisms about 
British cooked breakfasts as 
Tenerife is a first class foodie 
destination these days. Some 
of Spain’s hottest Michelin 
star restaurants (four in total) are 
on the island and a new wave of 
creative chefs are working wonders. 
There is a phalanx of more relaxed seafood 
restaurants in old fishing villages like Los Abrigos too. 

Tenerife’s wines are seriously 
underrated. Alongside 

bountiful cheap and 
cheerful everyday 
wines, are more 
sophisticated 
vintages from a 
variety of vineyards. 
Two of the stand 
outs are the Vina 

Norte reds and the 
Tajinaste whites.

 FACTFILE
Flight time from London: Four hours

Currency: The Euro

Best time to go: Tenerife is justifiably famed as being 
the Island of Eternal Spring. It remains pleasantly 
balmy right through winter, without the extreme heat of 
mainland Spain in summer and cooling Atlantic breezes. 
There really is no bad time to visit.

Group Leisure continues after 
Cruise Magazine on page 41 >>
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