
Scot on!Robin McKelvie looks 
at what Scotland has in 
store for groups in 2017.  
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> Dunnottar Castle.

Far from dampening the renaissance seen in Scotland 
since the establishment of its first parliament in 300 
years in 1999, the ‘No’ vote in the 2014 independence 
referendum has only served to energise Scotland and 

fuel continued lively debate and cultural creation. 

Scotland’s future direction may be uncertain, but there has 
never been a better time to visit the re-invigorated country 
during its massively eventful Year of History, Heritage and 
Archaeology 2017.
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Pick an Interest

Golf

Trump Turnberry: Donald Trump has attracted his fair share 
of controversy in recent times, but whatever you make of 
the US president there can be no doubting the quality of the 
Ailsa links course at Turnberry that he now owns. Not to be 
confused with the golf resort he has built in Aberdeenshire, this 
classic Ayrshire golf destination is a regular host of the British 
Open. The resort is well set up for groups with a range of 
accommodation and F&B outlets. 

 www.trumpturnberry.com

Gleneagles: The classic Victorian era golf hotel and resort of 
Gleneagles is sheer class from the opulent lobby of the main  
hotel through to the award winning spa, the two Michelin star 
restaurant and the world-class golf courses, which include the  
Ryder Cup venue of 2014. Self catering options in the 
grounds work well for groups.

 www.gleneagles.com

Arran: The Firth of Clyde isle of Arran boasts no fewer than 
seven golf courses, ranging from the elegant 18 hole set-ups 
at Brodick and Lamlash, through to the highly unusual 12 
hole course at Blackwaterfoot. There is golf to suit all levels of 
group. A handy option is the Arran Golf Pass, which allows 
play on all the island’s courses. 

 www.visitarran.net/golf

The Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology is just the  
latest in a series of themed years conjured up by national  
tourist office Visit Scotland and the Scottish Government. 

The aims are twofold – to focus on the wealth of creation and 
sights that come under the banner of history, heritage and 
archaeology, but also to encourage people, especially groups, 
to visit them from all over the UK and further afield.

The themed year will cover all parts of Scotland with  
myriad events. 

One of the highlights of the whole year will be ‘Scotland  
in Six’ on 18th April. This extravaganza on World Heritage 

Day will bring half a dozen UNESCO sites in Scotland 
alive. In Edinburgh the Old and New Towns will be 
flooded with live music from wandering minstrels and a 
‘Battle of the Bands’, while New Lanark will host a ‘knit 
off ’, which will see yarn-bombers and guerrilla knitters 
attempting to cover as much of the village in colourful 
cotton as possible. 

As part of the same celebration The Antonine  
Wall (Hadrian’s Wall’s less famous Roman 
sibling) will see fiery Picts do battle with 
Roman legionnaires in a five kilometre race. 
At The Heart of Neolithic Orkney site of 
monuments, meanwhile, a glow-in-the- 
dark evening of story telling, food and 
music will take place. 
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> Gleneagles. 

> Edinburgh. 
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