
One of the fastest growing sectors of tourism in Scotland 
remains cruising, specifically small ship cruising, which is 
ideal for small groups. This year sees Hebrides Cruises bring 
a second vessel into their fleet alongside the Elizabeth G, the 
plusher Proud Seahorse. Other companies to look out for 
include Northern Light, which makes adventurous trips out 
to the outer isles in the Hjalmar Bjørge; the company also 
offers the 22 metre-long sailing ship Zuza. 

If you’re wondering how to piece together an itinerary for a 
visit to Scotland, there are a few themes you can follow. 

Aberdeenshire is real castle country, 
featuring more per acre than anywhere 
else in Scotland, like the ocean wind-

whipped Dunnottar Castle and the 
Rapunzel-esque Castle Fraser. 

The first is the castle trail. Scotland is home to more 
than 300 castles, stately homes and ruins. Aberdeenshire, 
however, is real castle country, featuring more per acre than 
anywhere else in Scotland. In six days you can take in 19 
of the most dramatic. The trail – clearly signposted along 
Aberdeenshire’s roads – takes in everything from the ocean 
wind-whipped Dunnottar Castle to the Rapunzel-esque 
Castle Fraser. 

Another option is an itinerary based around film and 
television locations. Scotland has been a siren for directors  
for everything from The Da Vinci Code to Skyfall. 

A seven-day getaway inspired by this theme will take you 
from Dumfries and Galloway, through Edinburgh, and on  
to St Andrews. 

Stops on the way include Culzean Castle, which was the 
grand mansion of Lord Summerisle (Christopher Lee) in  
The Wicker Man, and West Sands beach, which was used  
in the opening scenes of Chariots of Fire. 
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> Culzean Castle. 

>  Hebrides Cruises’  
Elizabeth G.

Photo credit: The National Trust for Scotland.
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Discover Scotland’s very best 
historic places and a major 
Jacobites exhibition in 2017 

perfect for your tour itineraries.

Take the Jacobite trail and find out the 
history that inspired Diana Gabaldon’s 

Outlander novels and TV drama.

www.jacobitetrail.co.uk R
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Of course, you could spend a good 72 hours in 
Edinburgh alone. Visit Scotland recommends that a 
three day break includes the following attractions – 
The Old Town, The Royal Mile, Edinburgh Castle, 
the Port of Leith, the Georgian New Town, The 
Royal Yacht Britannia, The Grassmarket and  
Camera Obscura and the World of Illusions.

The latter is thought to be the  
city’s oldest visitor attraction and 
it’s constantly being updated 
with new curios. Visitors 
get to explore mirror 
mazes, vortex tunnels 
and experience what it’s 
like to shrink, Alice in 
Wonderland-style. 

Another great group 
option in the capital is 
The Real Mary King’s 
Close. This attraction 
allows groups to step into 
the underground streets 
below the Royal Mile and 
discover how the bustling heart 
of Edinburgh’s Old Town came  
to be sealed off and hidden from 
sight. Tours, led by costumed guides,  
are available here. 
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> Camera Obscura.

> Edinburgh Castle. 
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